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Something new is about to appear. We heard from Isaiah today, “I am doing something 

new! Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” In the gospel this new thing unfolds before 

our eyes. 

The scene … Jerusalem in the first century, in the outer court of the Temple. The outer 

court was a public place, a perfect place for a large audience. It was here where the adulterous 

woman was brought. 

The woman appears to only be a pawn in a game that the accusers have chosen to play 

with Jesus. If she was caught in the very act of adultery, why did they not bring in her partner 

too? The law (Deuteronomy 22:22-24) required that they both be stoned. 

The religious authorities invited Jesus to decide a point of law, which could get him in 

trouble with both the Jewish people and the Roman authorities. They devised a complex problem 

that would trap him either way he decided. 

Jesus was presented with a simple question, “…this woman was caught in the very act of 

committing adultery.” Do we stone her to death or not? 

- If he says yes, then Jesus is contradicting his own teaching about forgiveness and mercy. 

- If he says no, then he’s contradicting Jewish law and telling them to disobey the law that 

God gave to them through Moses. 

- And if Jesus refuses to answer, that makes him a coward, admitting that he has no 

answer. 

Jesus responds to the Scribes and Pharisees with those well-known words, “Let the one 

among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” Jesus’ reply refers to the way 

stoning was carried out at that time; those who witnessed the crime cast the first stones, and then 

others joined in. 

He raised the question from strictly legal terms to a moral one. Jesus does not violate the 

law, nor does he lose sight of the true object that he has in mind; for he came to save that which 

was lost. 

Jesus appealed to the consciences of those present that day. He turned their test of his 

integrity into a test of their own. Not one of them had a clear conscience. Their trap for Jesus 

failed and one by one, they all departed in shame. 
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After everyone had drifted away and he was alone with the woman, we hear how Jesus 

treats those who are open to him and to his message of salvation, he treated her with respect and 

compassion. 

It’s easy to applaud the first part of Jesus’ response to her, “neither do I condemn you.” 

But the second part of his response is just as important, “Go and sin no more.”  

What an amazing scene it must have been that day, in the outer court of the Temple. 

Jesus shows that the law, as good as it might be, serves something higher. The mercy and 

compassion of God exceed the authority of the law. “I am doing something new! do you not 

perceive it?” 

The suffering associated with Lent is the stripping away that must occur if we are to be 

made anew; to be re-created. And God is the one who creates something new; we are the ones to 

be re-created. 

With an open heart to God, we can be re-created through the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. In this sacrament, it is Christ who does not condemn us, it is Christ who forgives 

us. Every day, in every corner of the world, Jesus through his ministers, the priests, continues to 

say I absolve you of your sins. It is Christ himself who forgives us. 

The sacramental formula, I absolve you and the imposition of the hand and the sign of the 

Cross made over us, shows that at that moment the contrite and converted sinner encounters the 

power and mercy of God. And the saving power of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus 

is also imparted on us. … At that moment, the saving power of the Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of Jesus is imparted on us! 

Few words have ever produced more joy in the world than the words of absolution. I 

absolve you of your sins. Our conscience no longer must carry the invisible but heavy weight of 

our past sins. 

Let us thank God for his mercy after each Confession and encourage our friends, too, to 

come to this wellspring of grace, a grace that brings us closer to Christ. 

Receive this sacrament. Where we go does not matter. That we do go does matter. God’s 

healing graces are waiting for us in this sacrament wherever we choose to receive it. 
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When we approach this sacrament with an open heart and examine our conscience 

honestly; when we examine our thoughts and words; what we have done and what we have failed 

to do; with an awareness of how we have hurt our relationships with others and God; and then 

confess them aloud to God, we will have the saving power of the Passion, Death and 

Resurrection of Jesus imparted on us. 

From the graces available to us through the Sacraments of Holy Communion and 

Reconciliation, we truly can be re-created during Lent, and even filled with God’s Peace and Joy 

at this time, as we prepare for our Lord’s Passion and Resurrection. 

 


